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August 2021 


General Meeting—Tuesday 3 August at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Member’s night: 
Barwon Water—Bellarine Basin; Geelong Sustainability—Viva gas plan proposal 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture—Tuesday 10 August at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Tim D’Ombrain: Mapping Flora of Southern Victoria 


General Meeting—Tuesday 7 September 
Dale Appleton: Parks Victoria's airborne and infrared monitoring programs 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We still plan to have at least some meetings face to face from September, but obviously we may need to revert to Zoom 
at short notice. For ‘out of town’ presenters we may continue to use Zoom. Excursions may also need to be cancelled at 
short notice, as was necessary in July. Check the club web site, Facebook, or the emailed Newsletters for any 
last-minute changes to what may be listed in the Geelong Naturalist. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 30 August 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the ...... edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5//7@gmail.com 


Geelong Naturalist issues unavailable in print 


Please note that due to equipment damage at the Gordon Printery, the Gee/ong Naturalist will not appear in print form 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.ginc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gitnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gtfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFENCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongF NCGroup : Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/qeelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


The photo on the front cover, by Alison Watson Is of Veined Helmet-orchid, Corybas diemenicus, taken at Anglesea, 
6/7/21. 


The photo on the back cover, by Alison Watson shows participants Phil Watson and David Tytherleigh during the Winter 
Wader Survey, Lake Connewarre, 10/7/21. 


July fauna report 


t seems likely that some of the common names of our 
mammals are set for a change; one is the Australian Fur 
seal Arctocephalus pusillus doriferus which is considered a 
sub-species of the Cape Fur Seal of Southern Africa—it is 
now likely to become known as the Cape Fur-seal. Another 
name change proposed is replacing Common Wombat with 

Bare-nosed Wombat, a sensible move since the other 
Australian wombats are both hairy-nosed species. Perhaps 
unfortunately Water Rat remains in use rather than the 
popular name of Rakali. There are a few others, most 
simply adjusting the wording e.g., Eastern Ring-tailed 
Possum instead of Common Ringtail Possum. Whether 
these changes ‘catch-on’ remains to be seen, and until 
they do I'll stick with the ones on our recording pages to 
reduce confusion. 


Short-beaked Echidna: one found road-killed on the road 
above Thirteenth Beach on 8 July (GA). In mid-2020 one 
was photographed at Moolap (per TP). 


Koala: on 25 June a small, healthy looking individual was 
seen in dense regrowth from the 2006 bushfire, sitting ina 
fork of a small tree, holding onto larger, dead tree in the 
Brisbane Ranges (WCo, BPh). A male was found road- 
killed on the Ballan Road on 29 June (WCo, CCo). 


Common Wombat: on Coimadai Creek Track in Long 
Forest on 15 July, some typical cubic scats were found 
beside a massive hole with a runway down to it (MHe). 


Common Ringtail Possum: one dead, wet adult was 
found near the water’s edge at Lake Lorne, Drysdale, on 
2/ June. The water level in the lake was quite high, so it 
may have drowned (GP). Another was found on the Ballan 
Road in the Brisbane Ranges on 29 June, a road victim 
(WCo, CCo). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: 46 were noted grazing on green 
pasture in roadside paddocks on the west side of the 
Bacchus Marsh-Balliang Road at 4.47 p.m. on 6 July. Then 
on 19 July the same mob that live behind a long east-west 
group of eucalypts was again seen. It was almost dark 
when they were observed feeding in a cereal crop. It is a 
diverse group comprising alpha males, adult females, 
juveniles and joeys, making a beautiful picture (BFr). 


Red Fox: at Reddens Road, Balliang, on 27 June, one was 
heard but not seen at 9.45 p.m. as it moved progressively 
across the rear of one property; its call indicated it was 
moving north towards a neighbouring property where 
domesticated animals and birds abound (BFr). Another 
was seen on 29 June at Quakes Road, Balliang at 8.35 
a.m.; It was disturbed in a barley grass paddock, and ran 
quickly to the west and after the usual ‘look back’ it 
disappeared into long grass (BFr). On 2 July one was seen 
crossing Butchers Road at 2.36 p.m. (RAu, RFI) while on 3 
July one was noted in bushland close to the eastern 
boundary near the north end of the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park (JN). 

Incidentally there is a report in Bushtracks Spring 2020 (the 
Bush Heritage magazine) where a researcher at Bon Bon 
otation Reserve in S.A. investigated the stomach contents 
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of 136 foxes—in one she found 63 centipedes. Clearly 
foxes kill much more than lambs and bandicoots! 


Seal sp.: on 10 July at 4.15 p.m. a seal was seen in Corio 
Bay offshore from Wangim Walk, swimming between the 
pier and boat harbour. In calm conditions it could be seen 
to be dark brown, and although the species couldn't be 
confirmed it was most likely an Australian Fur Seal. It 
surfaced three or four times and was watched by several 
onlookers until it disappeared, possibly ‘spooked’ by a 
helicopter landing close by (SRo). 


Common Eastern Froglet: on 24 June a few were heard 
calling from Merrijig Creek west of the Anglesea Road, 
during the Bird Group excursion (GP). Many were heard 
calling from Lake Lorne, Drysdale mid-afternoon on 27 
June (GP, JPo) and on 1 July eight were heard calling from 
a narrow stretch of Phragmites australis in a riparian 
watercourse at Reddens Road, Balliang at 4.35 p.m. (per 
BFr). At least 10 were heard calling from the same site on 
15 July (BFr). One was heard calling from a paddock 
adjacent to the Casualisation (or Casuarina) Reserve near 
Winchelsea on 1 July (TP). On 2 July, heard calling from a 
dam near our house near Meredith; they have been calling 
almost constantly through June and into July. More are 
heard at night and after rain (WCo). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: 2 heard calling from a 
paddock near the Casualisation Reserve near Winchelsea 
on 1 July (TP). 


Spotted Grass Frog: on 11 July 2 found under survey tiles 
laid out as part of a fauna survey on the west side of Swan 
Bay (BL). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: one found under a tile laid out 
as part of a fauna survey on the west side of Swan Bay 
(BL). 


Quakes Road, Balliang, Eastern Grey Kangaroos— 
update from Brad Ferrier. 


28 June: a single mob of 17 this morning, all grazing on 
emergent barley grass shoots in warm morning sunshine; 
through binoculars | could still make out at least two joeys 
freely moving among the mob—such a lovely scene! 


29 June: 7 present at 8.35 a.m. In brilliant sunshine all 
animals were grazing in a paddock on barley grass. When 
upright they faced their bodies towards the north-east, 
towards the sun. 


2 July: at 9.55 a.m. there were 24 grazing in the 
sSunshine—and a strong north-west wind. Most were 
grazing with their rears into the wind and crouching low to 
the ground, still feasting on the new shoots of the barley 
grass that Is growing rapidly and is now 300 mm high— 
beautiful to watch. 


6 July: 14 present in two small groups from the same mob, 
grazing on barley grass and very close to their hidden 
retreat among a stand of Hesperocyparis macrocarpa 
Monterey Cypress trees. 
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13 July: only 4 this morning; there is a very strong north- early morning sun from behind their shelter from the wind 
west wind blowing. and ensuing cold front. Two separate groups of males 
were upright and ‘boxing’ with many onlookers including at 


14 July: 38, a considerable increase on yesterday. Animals | 
least three joeys. 


Spread out over a wide area but still within contact of their 
‘safe haven’ at the copse of cypress trees. Many of them 21 July: an extremely strong west wind was blowing, and 
have moved into the adjacent paddock to the east; there is all 11 animals were resting on the ground on the leeward 


plenty of fodder in the barley grass. side of their coniferous home. 

15 July: a small group of 6 resting on their tails and facing 23 July: a small mob of 12 this morning sheltering from the 
the morning sun; | presume there are many more strong north-west wind behind the cypress copse. All were 
sheltering from the strong north-west wind inside the facing into the morning sun and casually grazing on the 
Monterey Cypress copse. rapidly growing barley grass. Most are small, young 


16 July: at first observation there were 9 sitting upright Individuals with one or two adults present. 


facing the morning sun; the strong west-north-west wind Observers: BFr Brad Ferrier; BL Barry Lingham; BPh Bev 


prevails. As | was about to depart a huge mob of 58 Phillips; CCo Colin Cook: GA George Appleby; GP 
altogether rapidly came into view, heading south-west; to Graham Possingham: JN John Newman: JPo Jenny 


my surprise they were being ‘coerced from behind bya  Possingham; MHe Marilyn Hewish; RAu Ross Auchettl: 


farmer in a work vehicle. The farmer took off and the RFi Rhonda Fitch: SRo Scott Rolph: TP Trevor Pescott: 
animals turned around and headed back to their WCo Wendy Cook. 
cypresses. 

Reference: 


17 July: 26 today. All the animals were sheltering on the | o 
east side of their Monterey Cypress copse away from the Herbert, Eliza (September 2020) Surprising centipedes, 


strong westerly wind, still grazing low to the ground and Bush Tracks, Bush Heritage Australia, accessed 27 
often sitting upright facing the morning sun. There were July 2021 https:/www.bushheritage.org.au/ 
none out in the open barley paddock. newsletters/2020/spring/surprising-centipedes 


20 July: 36 today. The usual mob of animals was facing the 


Boneseeding in the You Yangs—August 2021 
When: Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 August, 9.00 a m. — 3.00 p.m. 


Our wonderful members, friends and volunteers made the May 2021 working bee our 'best ever'. Unable to run the 
twice-yearly outings since August 2019, the huge task of returning our site to its pre-pandemic state was all but 
accomplished in one weekend. Another big roll up in August will ensure this happens. 


Where: The Saddle. After entering the You Yangs Park take the sealed road to the Turntable which is clearly marked 
with Parks Vic signs. Our assembly area is reached via the Turntable car park access to Rockwell Rd. The entry gate 
to Rockwell Rd is located to the right of the toilet block. The access gate will be unlocked at 8.45 a.m. but in the 
closed position. If you arrive later the ranger is happy for us to leave the gate unlocked provided it's closed after you 
enter or exit. There will be a witch's hat in front of the gate to prevent visitors parking over the painted NO PARKING 
sign. Remove and reposition as required on entry or exit. If you arrive before 9.00 a.m. we'll travel in convoy to the 
assembly area, likewise at 3.00 p.m. for departure. 


NOTE: When travelling from the Rockwell Rd access gate to our assembly area Parks Vic now require all vehicles to 
have hazard lights operating. This is due to many hikers/families using Rockwell Rd as a walking track so the road is 
considered a ‘shared zone’. Please be mindful of this if you arrive late or leave early and adjust your speed 
accordingly. 


Bring: Gloves, eye protection (some safety glasses will be available if you don't have any; alcohol wipes will be 
supplied), mattock (optional). Wear suitable clothing, i.e. long sleeves/trousers, high visibility vest/top and robust 
(close-toed) footwear. Plus bring water, morning tea/lunch, sunscreen, hat, rain gear (depending on weather forecast), 
camera and binoculars. 

Please note: In addition to the above, the new norm: hand sanitiser, face masks and rubber gloves. 


At the time of going to print, we have finished our week extension of the ‘ive day’ lock down period. Our working bee 
is still three weeks away and as we know all too well, a lot of rule changes can happen by then. Be assured we'll keep 
you posted. 


Contact: Beforehand, Deborah Evans 03 5243 8687 mobile 0424 292 447 or Rob Beardsley 03 5241 1952 mobile 


0455 432 353 
On the day/s Rob Beardsley 0455 432 353. 
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Fauna survey report—Yarram Creek, Mannerim 
8—11 July 2021 


Trevor Pescott and Barry Lingham for the Fauna Group 


Introduction Frogs 
There have been many reports of small mammal activity, Southern Brown Tree Frog: one found under a log. 
notably along the Bellarine Rail Trail, with extensive Growling Grass Frog: one small individual found. 


shallow digging into the surface soil, presumably by ‘rats’ Eastern Common Froglets: many were heard calling, and 
digging for underground tubers of Onion Grass and other several individuals discovered by log-rolling. 

plants. These areas also have various runways through 

and under grassy areas. 

Because most of the land is in private ownership, we were a 

delighted to gain access to Jim and Lynne Masons’ 
property at Mannerim which spans the rail trail and 
incorporates a section of Yarram Creek. 

Unlike much of the area, it has been revegetated with a 
wide range of thousands of native trees and shrubs. 
Originally, most of the zone adjacent to Yarram Creek 
contained a pine plantation. When the Masons purchased 
the property, they began an extensive revegetation 
program. Some 14 ha along the creek is now maturing into § 
a significant woodland zone. : 


Weather 
Cold nights followed by fine, sunny days with some fog 


l q + l i > ` 2 
ty w, - Er 
5 N + $ 4 > k E 


early on the second and third mornings. | > . ree. | 
southern Brown Tree Frog Photo: Barry Lingham 

Method 

Two transects each of 25 small Elliott traps were set in the 

woodland on the elevated land beside Yarram Creek. A Birds 

small tile grid was established to be checked at later dates A highlight was watching the Mistletoebirds feeding on the 

in a search for frogs and reptiles. berries of the Wire-leaf Mistletoes. The Pink Robins were 
also of particular interest—one female and another 

Results: immature (noticeable striations on the front plumage) were 

09/07/21: trap 29—House Mouse close together, and calling animatedly (tick, tick call). The 

trap 43—Black Rat wt. 179 g immature bird was making gyrating movements when 
10/07/21: trap 48—Black Rat wt. 137 g, perched on a branch. 


head/body 145 mm, tail 230 mm 
11/07/21: trap 20—House Mouse 

trap 45—Black Rat wt. 131 g 

trap 49—Black Rat wt. 138 g 
A search was made for reptiles and frogs by ‘log-rolling’ 
and this proved to be very successful with four species 
found. 


Mammals 

Red Fox: one observed. 

House Mouse: two caught. This was somewhat less than 
expected at a time when their numbers were high across 
the region. 

Black Rat: four caught. Their weights were consistent in 
the 130—140 g range, with only one heavier. There were 
several places where there was extensive digging in the 
soil presumably made by the Black Rats as they searched 
for the tubers of introduced plants. We moved several traps 
into the area where the digging had taken place on the 
previous night, but we did not catch an animal there. 
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Male (left) and female Mistletoebirds Photos: Lothar Hohaus 


Reptiles 
Metallic Skink: four of varying sizes were found under one 
log, and one other found. 
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Bird List 


Black Swan | 2 [Easten Rosela 
Pacio Black Duck | 2 [Rainbow Lorke 
[Common Bronzewing | 1 | Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 


Crested Pigeon 3 | Little Wattlebird 
Dusky Moorhen EJ 


Masked Lapwing (nesting) 
Silver Gull 
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White-plumed Honeyeater a 1 


‘Brown Thombil | 3 | CommonMyna | 5 
1 | Yellow-rumped Thornbill Mistletoebird | & | 


goshawk/sparrowhawk* Australian Magpie EJ Red-browed Finch 
Crimson Rosella Black-faced Cuckooshrike E) 


* The Accipiter sp. raptor was seen briefly but we were unable to confirm if it was a goshawk or sparrowhawk. 
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Invertebrates 
Casual searching by lifting dead bark and general observations produced the following records of invertebrates. 
Sightings have been lodged with iNaturalist for identification, or identification confirmed where the species is known. 


Slugs, snails None noted 


Porcellio scaber Common Rough Wood Louse 
Delena cancerides Sociable Huntsman 


Badumna longinqua Grey House Spider 


Clubiona sp. Leaf-curling Sac Spider 
Centipedes One seen but not collected 


Millipedes Ommatoiulus moreleti Portuguese Millipede 


Beetles Tenebrio molitor Yellow Mealworm Beetle larva 


Family Elateridae Click Beetle 


Peltoschema sp. Beetle 
(Two other beetles photographed, not yet identified) 


Sawflies Perga affinis Spitfire 


Vespula germanica European Wasp 


While there were many ant-nests, ants were not active above ground due to the cold weather 
Uraba lugens Gum Leaf Skeletoniser 


as Opodiphthera eucalypti Emperor Gum Moth 
| Clania ignobilis Common Case Moth 


Thanks To all who took part in setting, checking and collecting the 
Sincere thanks to Lynne and Jim Mason for allowing us Elliott traps, compiling the bird list, and listing the plants 
free access to their delightful property. The way they have that were found, our thanks. 

converted the land along Yarram Creek into a thriving 
woodland of native plants is soectacular, and we are 
grateful for the opportunity to wander through it and see 
the results of their hard work. 


Permits: the fauna survey was carried out under the 
conditions set out in our WSIAEC project approval 32.18, 
DELWP permit 10009049 and SPFL no. 20072. 
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Bellarine Nature Search is coming soon! 


arksVic Volunteer Innovation fund has awarded 

Friends of Ocean Grove Nature Reserve a grant to 
contextualise and upgrade Surf Coast Nature Search 
(SCNS). SCNS is a user-friendly web app that has been 
created by Friends of Jan Juc and ANGAIR. 


OCNS identifies the nature that is found on the Jan Juc cliff 
tops. It is a simple App, where you can browse 

the plants, birds and animals that are common in the 

area. There is a search function so that if you know a 
flower colour, plant type or leaf features you can short list 
the possible plants to make the search easier. The App 
also has a plant selector, users can short-list plants by 
type, flower colour and sunlight requirements etc., to help 
them design their garden. 


FETARE 


Beth Ross 


OR 


f THAT? 


RE SEARCH CAN ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 


HELP US BUILD BELLARINE 
NATURE SEARCH 


Friends of Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
(FOGNR) are currently building the 
Bellarine Nature Search. 

You can help by sending suggestions or 
plant and animal photos that you would 


like identified. 
Your photos need to be taken on the 


Bellarine Peninsula. 


The grant funds an upgrade so that we can create our own 
Bellarine Nature Search, add search functions for birds, 
and browse butterflies and frogs too. Send us suggestions 
and photos of the plants, birds, animals and butterflies that 
you want to see on Bellarine Nature Search. We will be 
looking for helpers to load information, and also to spread 
the work so that we can all get to know our locals better! 


Email your photos and suggestions with 
your name to 
or scan the QR code 


* Contributions close July 3ist 


Field naturalists may wish to supply comments about 

where particular Species occur or conservation issues etc. 

The most current version is naturesearch.com.au 

We expect/hope to launch the new app in September/ » |i th alls df 
October. Vy NN a) VAVN 
Please contact Beth Ross at eross@gordontafe.edu.au | | 
with any ideas and suggestions. 


some observations from the region this month 
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Red Beaks EET nigricans bud and 
large leaf, GONP, 27/7/21 


Photo: Alison Watson 


ri IRR Grass Frog. Sannen. 11/7/24 
Photo: Lothar Hohaus 


Trim Greenhood Pterostylis concinna 
Anglesea, 25/7/21 


Photo: Alison Watson 


The exotic Fly Agaric, Barrabool Maze 
Estate, 1/7/21 


Leaf Curling Spider, Mannerim, 11/7/21 


Grey Parrot-pea Dillwynia ci cinerascens, 
GONP, 22/7/21 


Photo: Alison Watson 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
Photo: Rob Beardsley 
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Spider dispersal 


bove the valley, green with the canopies of eucalyptus 

trees, long white silken threads drift with the breeze. 
White butterflies visit the creamy flowers of ironbarks, then 
spiral upwards and back down towards the leaves. 
Wattlebirds and honeyeaters dart the short distances 
between trees, feeding on nectar and insects. A family of 
White-winged Choughs, large black birds with red eyes 
and curved beaks, whistle to each other as they feed on 
the ground. The threads drift past, many hanging vertically. 
Some snag on the silvery limbs of long dead bushfire 
ravaged trees, while others continue to float above the 
branches and off into the distance. On each strand of silk 
is a tiny spiderling on the biggest journey of its life, to find 
its own home. 


Baby spiders start their lives inside a shiny, round egg full 
of yolk. Their mother wraps her newly-laid eggs in layers of 
silk to form a protective egg sac, which is often round and 
white, but may be disc-shaped or coloured pale green, 
brown, yellow or pink. The egg sac prevents her eggs from 
drying out, overheating, becoming too wet or being eaten. 
Despite this protection, she must still be vigilant, as there 
are other dangers. Some species of wasps have a long 
egg-laying tube on their abdomen, which enables them to 
inject their eggs into a spider's egg sac. After hatching, the 
baby wasps feed on the spider’s eggs. Depending on the 
lifestyle of her species, the mother spider will place her egg 
sac in her web or her burrow, under bark or hide it among 
leaves. Some spiders make a few egg sacs and leave 
them, hoping that one will have surviving young. Many 
female spiders guard their egg sacs. Jumping spider males 
help with this duty. Wolf spiders and huntsman spiders 
carry their egg sacs, even while hunting. Other spiders 
seal themselves and their egg sac inside a silk-lined 
chamber, until the babies hatch. 


Baby spiders, known as spiderlings, emerge from their 
eggs as miniature versions of their parents. They moult for 
the first time while still inside the protection of their egg 
sac. Moulting is a dangerous time for spiders, but a 
necessary part of growing. After climbing out of their old 
skin, they are vulnerable for a few hours, while the new 
skin is pumped full of fluid to enlarge it, before it hardens. 
opiderlings cut their way out of the egg sac, possibly using 
enzymes that digest silk. Sometimes their mother helps, 
before leaving her babies to fend for themselves. Mother 
wolf spiders carry their young on their abdomens until the 
spiderlings moult again. 


Families of spiderlings stay together for a few days, or 
even weeks. During this time, the last of the yolk from their 
eggs, which is in their stomachs, provides them with 
energy. Once this food has been used up, young spiders 
need to disperse, so that they are not competing with each 
other. Leaving the family group also reduces the chance of 
being eaten by a sibling. Some spiderlings simply walk 
away, especially if they hunt on the ground or live in 
burrows, but others have means of dispersing over longer 
distances. 


Wendy Cook 


Some spiders leave their siblings by bridging. They climb a 
shrub or a tree, then spin a line of silk from the spinnerets 
on their abdomen. This line can wrap around a branch of 
another tree, sometimes with assistance from the wind, 
creating a bridge for the spider to cross. It can use this 
method to move through several trees until it finds a 
Suitable place to live. 


Another technique for dispersal, used by the spiderlings 
above the valley, is known as ballooning. To start its flight, 
a spiderling climbs up a blade of grass or into a tree. Once 
it arrives at a convenient place, it reaches out with its front 
legs to test the wind speed. If conditions are suitable, it 
raises its abdomen and releases lines of silk until the pull 
of the wind drags it into the air. The research of some 
scientists has shown that the pull of the Earth's electrical 
field may also be involved in the spiderlings: flight. 


Once they are aloft, the spiderlings drift where the breeze 
takes them. When its thread of silk catches on something, 
a spiderling needs to act quickly to survive. Those tangled 
in the silvery branches of the valley will find a crack in the 
wood, or a piece of bark to hide under to avoid being eaten 
by birds, spiders or other predators. Others continue their 
journey. Many land in a paddock, their lines of silk tangling 
in the grass and shining in the sun, creating a shimmering 
effect. While many ballooning spiderlings travel only a 
short distance from their starting point or perhaps a few 
kilometres, in some conditions they can be found high in 
the sky or far out to sea. In this way, spiders can colonise 
new islands. Who knows where the last of spiderlings 
flying above the valley will land? Some may even travel as 
far as New Zealand. 
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First published in Meredith and District News, June 2020. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 


deductible. 
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July bird observations—some highlights 


J uly is certainly giving us some wild and windy weather 
around Geelong, the Surf Coast and the Bellarine 


Peninsula interspersed with some glorious winter sunshine. 


Bird records have been submitted regularly this month that 
reflect these varied conditions right across the Geelong 
region. 


An eagle-eyed observer discovered a Spotted Harrier at 
Balliang principally by noting the characteristic flight 
pattern, ‘floating’ close to the ground and crops which is 
enabled by very long and relatively broad wings, essential 
when hunting for rodents and birds in the crops and 
pastureland. White morph Grey Goshawks always garner 
much attention when they are seen and this month a bird 
has been seen at Balyang Sanctuary and Moorak Park in 
Newtown and also at Breakwater, presumably using the 
Barwon River riparian zone to travel and hunt. An 
Australian Hobby was seen at Lake Connewarre plucking 
and devouring a Welcome Swallow, at dusk on a day of 
heavy overcast, a sure sign of the finely honed hunting 
Skills of this small falcon. 


We have not had a lot of records of pelagic birds this 
month, no doubt hampered by lockdown rules keeping 
people close to home, but a feeding flock of 50 
Australasian Gannets in Corio Bay was notable. Several 
records of Gull-billed (Australian) Terns are most 
pleasing as this is a rare species across the Geelong 
region so it was with great interest that one bird was seen 
during the winter wader count at Reedy Lake and two birds 
were noted at Swan Bay jetty. In late June two lovely 
White-fronted Terns were photographed at Point 
Roadknight resting on the sand in the company of Crested 
Terns and, in early July, two White-fronted Terns were 
observed and photographed loafing on the rock platform at 
Point Grey, Lorne. This is a good location to start looking, 
during winter, for this elusive and exciting species. While 
on the topic of terns an /Naturalist record of a weathered 
but very recognisable beach-cast White Tern, along the 
Surf Coast, was nothing short of extraordinary. Though we 
shouldn't rush to add it to the list of bird species for the 
Geelong region, on the basis of a dead bird that was 
possibly drifting for hundreds of kilometres, it is fascinating 
to contemplate the distance to the nearest breeding colony 
of these extraordinarily beautiful all white seafaring birds. 
This is the species which breeds on Lord Howe Island 
laying a single egg directly on to a bare branch. Find out 
more by following this link to eBird hittps://ebird.org/ 


australia/species/whiter/. 


Wetlands are currently very full and some breeding 
behaviour is being noted by observant naturalists. 
Australian Wood Ducks were seen to be quite agitated in 
the Long Forest around tree hollows as competition for 
Suitable breeding locations intensifies. Black Swans are 
doing well at Breamlea/Bancoora in the saltmarsh with all 
four cygnets surviving to date. Enormous numbers of 
Eurasian Coot, estimated to be at least 8500, were on 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


Lake Connewarre in the lee of Campbell Point sheltering 
from a blustery south-wester and a huge flock of Royal 
Spoonbills, close to 150 birds, was seen foraging in the 
shallows of Swan Bay. 


Our very varied woodlands and farmlands have really 
given us much joy this month in the form of great bird 
sightings. Brown Treecreepers and Diamond Firetails 
are rarely recorded in our region now and one of the last 
strongholds for both species is the northern Brisbane 
Ranges where both species were recorded. A pair of the 
elusive Spotted Quail-thrush was seen nearby. Crested 
Shrike-tits are also difficult to pin down and so an 
extended view at Lerderderg River walk was a thrill. At 
least one Pink Robin and a Bassian Thrush are still 
present in Geelong Botanic Gardens for the patient 
observer and a Pink Robin was also seen at Yarram 
Creek close to the shore of Swan Bay. A really interesting 
record of a mid-winter Shining Bronze-Cuckoo was noted 
at Edwards Point. It won't be too long before our full suite 
of cuckoos begins arriving for spring. 


Low numbers of Swift Parrots continue to utilise the 
flowering gums of the You Yangs and also Deakin 
University at Waurn Ponds. An enormous number of 58 
Striated Fieldwrens was recorded by cautious and careful 
observers, in an area of 80 ha of saltmarsh on private 
property, to the south-east of Lake Connewarre, surely 
reinforcing the fact that this system, more broadly, is a real 
stronghold for the species. 


There is a complete summary of wader records for the July 
Winter Wader Count submitted separately in this edition of 
Geelong Naturalist (see page 8). It is very interesting to 
note a single critically endangered Eastern Curlew was 
seen at Thirteenth Beach and later at Swan Island, almost 
certainly the same bird, indicating at least some movement 
between these two shorebird systems. 


Once again, our sincere thanks go to the myriad observers 
who submit their highlight records to our club website or 
incidental records and/or complete lists to eBird Australia 
https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 
https://ebird.org/australia/mnap.Remember to log in to make 
the most of the species maps and records in eBird. 


A number of keen folks have taken the opportunity to join a 
Zoom meeting on Learning more about using eBird 

and this has been scheduled for Tuesday 24 August at 
7.30 p.m. 

The link will be sent out to members in the usual 
newsletter. Please send through specific questions or 
topics for discussion, preferably by Friday 20 August to 


craigmorleyoS@bigpond.com so we can use the time wisely 
on the night. 


GFNC jackets and vests sales, black or navy 


Prices will depend on the number of items ordered. 
Approx. costs jackets $50, vests $40 


Please contact Tracey Hinton with orders I racey.Hinton@gmail.com 
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Winter Wader Count 2021 wrap up 


John Newman 


tremendous thankyou to the many counters who were The Moolap Saltworks survey revealed several dozen 


able to participate in this year's winter shorebird 
(wader) and waterbird count around Geelong, the Bellarine 
Peninsula and Surf Coast. The weekend was quite kind to 
us with moderate temperatures, minimal wind and some 
sunshine. We were thankfully finished before lockdowns 
became enforced again. We had a few newcomers to the 
shorebird scene who really enjoyed the surveys with other 
experienced counters, and for those who were unavailable 
to participate this winter we are planning the summer 
count in January 2022 all things being equal. 


As a brief reminder, our shorebirds can be lumped into two 
main groups—the resident Australian shorebirds that 
live on our shores all year and the migratory shorebirds 
that spend part of their life here on our shores (Sept.— 
April) and part of their life in the far northern arctic (most 
species) or New Zealand (Double-banded Plover). They 
are the masters of migration. For us, winter is a time of low 
numbers of arctic migratory shorebirds as most of the 
population is currently trying to breed in the very brief, 
insect-laden (food!) arctic summer. The arctic migratory 
waders we have seen on this count are the juvenile birds 
that are spending their first one or two full cycles here 
before they too join the adults on their migratory path, or 
might be old and sick birds that no longer migrate. The 
exception to so many rules here is the Double-banded 
Plover from New Zealand, some of which spend their 
winter on our more moderate south-eastern coastlines 
before returning to the high-altitude New Zealand Alps to 
breed over summer. 


The many sites covered this winter included ocean 
beaches, estuaries, protected bays, salt lakes and 
freshwater swamps. Many observers commented on 
concerningly high water levels in many wetlands which in 
part can be attributed to run off from the ever encroaching 
urban development of our area. High water levels reduce 
the amount of available foraging and resting habitat 
available to these predominantly small birds and potentially 
changes the salinity and substrate makeup and thus food 
resources. This issue needs further investigation. 


\/ any will have attended Dr Heather McGuiness’ 
wonderful presentation on the CSIRO’s Waterbird 
Satellite Tracking Project in July. For those who missed tt, 
a recording Is available here. 


Heather has kindly provided links for more information 
about this project, as follows: 


CEWO Flow-MER Program website: 
httos://flow-mer.org.au/basin-theme-biodiversity/ 


Waterbird Project website: 
lots of information plus satellite tracking maps updated 
approx. once a month: 


httos://research.csiro.au/ewkrwaterbirds/ 
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Fairy and Little Terns foraging over the very full ponds 
and resting on emergent posts. Unusually for winter, two 
Whiskered Terns were seen. Hopefully there will be tern 
breeding at Moolap again this summer. A good number of 
Banded Stilts (363) were counted as well as 174 Red- 
necked Avocets and 125 Pied Stilts. The critically 
endangered Curlew Sandpiper was seen in a small group 
of 37 birds. Sadly, not a single Double-banded Plover 
was seen, Moolap Saltworks having been a reliable site for 
them in years past. 


The main weekend count revealed small numbers of the 
usual suspects at some sites. Barwon estuary had 32 
Double-banded Plovers: Edwards Point had 71 Red- 
necked Stints and a lovely array of Fairy Terns anda 
solo Little Tern. Lake Connewarre Delta had only very 
small numbers of small shorebirds despite the large 
number of exposed mudflats. Sand Island (on the restricted 
Swan Island) was a highlight though with 90 Double- 
banded Plovers, 32 Bar-tailed Godwits, a single 
critically endangered Eastern Curlew and 24 Red Knot— 
all highlights among the shorebirds seen. We did not get to 
Mud Islands this count. 28 Banded Stilts at Lake 
Murtnagurt was a great find. 


The wide variety of waterfowl seen right across the 
weekend was very pleasing with some highlights including 
Brolga and Australasian Bittern at Reedy Lake, Lewin’s 
Rail at both Lake Connewarre and Freshwater Lake, 

5 Buff-banded Rails at Swan Island Golf Course and large 
numbers of herons and egrets, spoonbills and ibis in many 
locations. 


All the surveys have been submitted to BirdLife Australia’s 
Birdata database. 


So, thank you all again for your offers of help and for 
remaining on the counter database if you were unavailable 
this count and | shall be in touch come summer. 


Waterbird Tracking 


Movebank: 

Live tracking data is gradually being uploaded to the public 
movement website ‘Movebank’: hitps:// 
www.movebank.orgcmswebappgwt_ftragment=page=searc 
h_map. Search for: ‘Waterbirds, Threskiornithidae, Murray- 
Darling Basin’. You can already see the movements of 
many of our tracked birds there and zoom in and out to 
explore. Please be aware that this is ‘raw’ uncleaned data. 


Social media: 

You can also stay in touch with some individual 
movements and waterbird info in general via our Facebook 
page (Waterbirds Australia), Twitter (@AusWaterbirds) and 
Instagram (@Waterbirds_ Australia). 


GREAT 


SOUTHERN 
BIOBLITZ 


Geelong region 2021 


JOIN THE CHALLENGE! 


Join the Geelong BioBlitz Project and compete with people from more 
than 150 other places across the Southern Hemisphere. Over 4 days, 
discover and record as much life as possible - plants, animals and fungi! 


O 


Look for life Take a photo Share! 


such as plants, animals, with a camera or smart via the iNaturalist App 
fungi and even scats! phone or website 


Join in on the fun! Visit www.inaturalist 


a $ 3 X ITY OF ORLATII ——_= 
O Contact us info@gfnc.org.au Sy? ais Naturalist GEELONG 


The Great Southern BioBlitz is on again! Log onto iNaturalist and join the Geelong Project at 
As it will be held a little later in spring than last year, we https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/qsb-2021-geelon 


are hoping to see more flowering plants and invertebrates. ee 
Last year the species count was 1167. Can we collectively Join us for the GSB iNaturalist information 


find 1500 in October!  — | session, ‘Advanced tips for using iNaturalist’ 
The Great Southern BioBlitz kicks off on Friday 22 


October. We have until the end of Monday 25 October conducted on Zoom by Thomas Mesaglio aka ‘the 
to make observations. beachcomber’, on 7 September. 

Participants will then have until end of 31 October to 
upload photo and sound media observations into 
iNaturalist and finalise identifications. 


Click here for details on timing, scope and registration. 


We hope you can join in the springtime excitement. 
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Geomorium beatonii Beaton’s club 


ecently, when exploring several areas of mature 
Melaleuca lanceolata Moonah woodland in central 
Barwon Heads, we observed several specimens of a 
‘horn-like’ fungus growing in moss. We initially thought 
they might be Earth tongues (Family Geoglossaceae). We 
posted a record of the fungus to iNaturalist. It was 
identified by a mycologist at the Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Melbourne as the Australian fungus Geomorium beatonii 
(previously Underwoodia beatonii) Beaton’s club—an 
uncommon species reported only occasionally from South 
Australia, Victoria and Tasmania. 


In our region, there are Atlas of Living Australia records 
from Barwon Heads and in nearby Point Lonsdale. There 
are also records from Anglesea and along the coast to 
Apollo Bay. The species is listed on Fungimap. Fungimap 
suggests it is often associated with eucalypts, sheoaks and 
melaleuca species (hittps://fungimap.org.au/?s=beaton% 
2/s+club). 

We were delighted to find two separate patches of this 
fungus in Moonah woodland areas at least one kilometre 
apart. Both patches were growing in identical conditions— 
moss substrate underneath mature Moonah trees. 


The species is named after Gordon (William) Beaton, a 
well-known mycologist from Victoria's western district. 
Beaton was a motor mechanic by trade, with no formal 
scientific training. He collected, drew, photographed and 
described many fungi in Victoria throughout the1960s and 
70s. He was a keen photographer, and according to the 


Geomonum beatonii growing in moss substrate 
underneath mature Moonah trees. 
Barwon Heads, 26/7/21 


Bernie and Barry Lingham 


Australian Dictionary of Biography ‘Beaton became 
interested in photographing plants. He turned to fungi as 
subjects, because flowers would not keep still in the 

wind’ (https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/beaton-gordon- 
william-12188). Those of us who love to photograph plants 
can understand exactly what he meant. Beaton’s change 
of interest turned out to be a good decision as he went on 
to make a significant contribution to the study and research 
of Victorian fungi. 


Our visit to the Moonah woodlands was not in search of 
fungi—Greenhood orchids were our motivation. How often 
do we chance upon something that piques our interest 
when we are ‘on the lookout’ for something else? That's 
serendipity for you! 


References: 


Beaton’s Club, Fungimap, accessed 28 July 2021 https:// 
fungimap.org.au/?s=beaton%2/stclub 

May, T. W. (2007) Beaton, Gordon William (1911—1988), 
Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 28 July 


202 1hittps://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/beaton- 
gordon-william-12188 


Geomonum beatonii, Barwon Heads, 26/7/21 


Photos: Bernie Lingham 


Vale Pearl Bruhn 


The club was saddened to hear of the passing of one of 
our longstanding members Pearl Bruhn on 2 July this year, 
following her husband Trevor in September 2020. Trevor 
and Pearl joined the GFNC in 1968 and actively attended 
club meetings, excursions and alpine campouts when 
younger. As Ocean Grove residents, they were also 
involved with the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Pearl was 


a committed volunteer with numerous organisations, 
including being a founding member of Community Aid 
Abroad Ocean Grove (now Oxfam). We extend our 
sympathies to their children Owen and Elizabeth and the 
grandchildren Mietta, Sarah and Naomi. 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 10 August 2021 
Guest Speaker: Tim D’Ombrain 
Topic: Mapping the flora of Southern Victoria 


Tim is a well known botanist and conservationist. He will discuss the new technology being used to predict and map the 
original flora that existed at sites in southern Victoria 
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Getting rid of European Wasps 


orraine Phelan, Valda Dedman and | were very pleased 
that Tuesday 16 April in 2019 was such a lovely one: 
we had planned a visit to the Otways to enjoy the trees and 
the fungi. 
At Forrest, we pulled in to a place that served coffee. 
‘Lots of bees here, one commented. 
But when we looked more closely, they were not bees, but 
European Wasps, with black antennae, buzzing around the 
bonnets of the cars lined up there. 


| was reminded of a visit the club had made to Lake 
Elizabeth near Forrest in 2016. As we arrived that day, we 
were amazed at the number of European Wasps that 
immediately hovered around the car bonnets. On closer 
inspection, we realised that the wasps were attacking 
insects that had been caught in the grilles of the vehicles. 
They had learned that the arrival of cars meant a sure 
source of protein. 


We were somewhat surprised by the lack of insectivorous 
birds in the bush. Had the insect population been 
decimated by European Wasps, | wondered? They attack 
bees and other pollinators as well as newly hatched birds. 
Later, as we brought out our picnic lunches, the wasps 
were around us again, until one of us accidentally dropped 
a slice of ham. The wasps immediately deserted us and 
smothered the ham. Within twenty minutes the ham was 
totally consumed. 


| also remembered visiting Castlemaine in December of 
that year. We tried to eat our Christmas dinner out of 
doors, but when each plate had accumulated upwards of a 
dozen wasps, we gave up and moved back inside. 
Apparently, this kind of experience was regularly repeated 
across the town. 


Later, someone found a recipe for a European Wasp trap 
promoted by Landcare and circulated it in the community. It 
was simple, cheap and non-toxic. It was urged that people 
across the town put up traps in August and September, the 
time that the young European Wasp queens emerge. They 
are hungry and looking for places to establish their own 


European Wasp found under tree 
bark. Probably a young queen in 
hibernation before setting out to build 
a new nest in the spring. 

Photo taken at the Mason's property, p nen 
Mannerim, during the fauna survey on | See. ATOA 
11/7/21. See report p. 4. = a 


Lynne Clarke 


new nest. They fly into the traps, attracted by the sugar 
and the scent of vanilla, and are drowned. 

My nephew Geoffrey, and many others across 
Castlemaine, did this. 

‘Did you catch any in your garden?’ | asked him. 
‘Hundreds, he replied. ‘We had several traps and had to 
empty them and replace the liquid regularly. 

‘Did other insects get trapped too? What about bees?’ 
‘Just a very few. They were almost all European Wasps.’ 
There is no longer a European Wasp menace in 
Castlemaine. A few are found, perhaps coming in from 
other areas, but continued attention to the traps should 
keep them to a minimum. Outdoor parties are possible 
again. 


Let us all do it! If every community worked together on 
this, the European Wasp threat could be minimised, and 
possibly removed. As well as contributing to human 
comfort, it may assist our insect populations to recover, to 
Increase pollination, and our little birds to thrive again. 


The trap: a large clear plastic drink bottle, with three holes 
about 10 mm across pierced about 150 mm from the 
bottom of the bottle, with a tie around the top to attach it to 
some convenient place out of reach of pets and children. 


The recipe: one cup of brown sugar (DO NOT use honey, 
which is illegal because it attracts bees and can 
disseminate fungi), dissolved in two cups of hot water. Add 
at least three teaspoons of vanilla essence (not imitation). 
This is enough for five traps. Pour into your traps and add 
more water, making the mixture about 100 mm deep. 
shake a little to enable a few drops to dribble out of the 
holes and scent the air. 

Hang in August and through spring, to catch the young 
queens. It is fine to continue to operate them through the 
Summer and autumn, but the wasps caught will be 
workers. For population collapse, the strategically 
important time Is spring. 


Someone may need to warn supermarkets to get in extra 
vanilla! 


“a wo 


a aA wr” | 
Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Next fauna survey 


5-8 August: Bambra 
Leader: Trevor Pescott 


It's time we returned to continue our study of this fascinating part of the Eastern Otways. In the past we have looked at 
several sites along the Bambra-Aireys Inlet Road, going as far as Peter’s Hill, and also to Bambra Wetlands along the 
Deans Marsh Road. There is an area on the south-west side of the road into Bambra that may have some fauna of 
interest. However, if we meet at the Bambra Hall each day, we can decide where best to work. 


Thursday 5 August, 1.00 p.m.—meet at the Bambra hall/tennis courts car park. 
Friday 6—Sunday 8 August, 9.00 a.m.—meet car park. 


NOTE: due to the latest COVID instructions there is a limit of 10 persons at any time, so if you intend taking part, 
please advise me on ppescott@gmail.com which day you prefer. Masks must be worn at all times. 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 15 August 2021 
Erskine Falls property—Invertebrates hunt 


Leader: Pete Crowcroft 


This excursion will investigate wet forest habitat on a 25 acre private property near Erskine Falls in the Otway Ranges. 
Lots to explore! As well as noting the plants/fungi and birds at the site, we will spend time hunting for some of the 
unique invertebrates of the Otway Ranges. We may even find the fascinating Velvet Worm, a living fossil from ancient 
times. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Blanket Leaf Picnic area, Erskine Falls Rd about 6 km from the Great Ocean Road in Lorne. 
The car park area Is well signed as you approach. 

It is a 5 minute walk from the Blanket Leaf car park to the private property. 

Finish at approximately midday. Some may wish to stay on for a picnic lunch. 


Bring: Drinks, snacks/food. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, hand lens, sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, field 
guides will all be useful. 

Gloves, a hand trowel and a kneeling mat may assist. A backpack to carry everything. 

Contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Note: GFNC excursions may be cancelled if pandemic restrictions are in place, so please check the GFNC website or 
Facebook page for updated information. 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 26 August 2021 


Ellimatta Road, Anglesea 
Leader: Cheryl West Lau 


At the end of Ellimatta Road, Anglesea are some tracks leading into a pretty heathland area situated between the coast 
and the Surf Coast Highway. Coming from Geelong travelling along the Surf Coast Highway, turn left into Ellimatta 
Road, just before coming into Anglesea. There are signs for the Anglesea Football Reserve and the Burnside Camp 
which are situated in Ellimatta Road. Follow the road down to the end where there is a small car park for about 4 
vehicles. The entrance to the Burnside camp is nearby. Other parking can be done alongside the edge of the road. We 
will commence with a walk up a slope and will be rewarded with a great view of Anglesea and the ocean. A scope could 
be useful here to identify seabirds flying over the ocean and also those resting on Point Roadknight. We will then follow 
some tracks in this area looking for heathland birds and admiring the heath and the wattles that are in bloom over 
winter. 

If time permits, we can drive to Coogoorah Reserve near the Anglesea River and have a short walk around there, 
followed by a late morning tea or early lunch. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the end of Ellimatta Road, Anglesea. We will finish around 12 noon. 


Bring: Binoculars, scope, water, morning tea and/or lunch, seat to sit on. Wear warm clothing and comfortable walking 
shoes. 


Contact: Cheryl on mobile 0428 758 567 or email: cwesty@iprimus.com.au. 
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Coming events 


Event listings are based on current knowledge of COV/ID—19 lockdowns. 
If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the website and Facebook. 


AUGUST 2021 


General Meeting: Members Night: Barwon Water— 
Bellarine Basin; Geelong Sustainability—Viva gas plant 


SEPTEMBER 2021 


General Meeting: Dale Appleton—PV's airborne and 
infrared monitoring programs 


Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
Plant Group outing: Bellarine Basin 
Plant Group Workshop—Plants from Bellarine Basin 


Bird Group: Hanna Martens/Helena Stokes—Parrot 
diseases in Australia and beyond 

Angair Wildflower Show (part virtual this year) 
Excursion: Meredith Education Area 

Geelong Nature Forum displays at Wool Museum until 


Bird Group Excursion: Mirabooka (Gherang) 


proposal 9-12 Fauna survey 
5—8 Fauna survey: Bambra 11—12 
10 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora, Tim D'’'Ombrain— 13 
Mapping Flora of Southern Victoria 14 
15 Excursion: Lorne (private property, invertebrate search) outing 
16 Meeting (Mon): Committee 16 
19 Bird Group: Jennifer Ackerman—Talking about her latest 
book ‘The Bird Way’ 18—19 
21-22 Boneseed pull—You Yangs (Sunday as well) 19 
24 Learning more about using eBird (for details see p. 7) 20 
26 Bird Group Excursion: Anglesea 3 October 
23 
GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 
President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 


Immediate past President 


Rod Lowther 


secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Graham Possingham 


Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 

Bernie Lingham 
Naomi Wells 

Chris White 


g.possingham@gmail.com 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 
Publications and Communication 


Subcommittee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 


Deborah Evans 
Chris White 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 

Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Graham Possingham 
Craig Morley 


Barry Lingham (interim) 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 

Barry Lingham 


Vacant 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjaneS@gmail.com 
alisonw5//@gmail.com 
lohelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyo@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
lingham@tpg.com.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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